
Dear friends,

With appreciation,

Executive Director Director of Operations
Jay Williams Amy Gaw

We are overflowing with gratitude as we 
reflect upon 7 years of compassionate 
service together. It is one of our greatest 
joys to partner in this work with you. People 
in the community are healing and 
flourishing!  We are excited to share some of 
the stories and the impact of our programs.

Each year presents its challenges, and 
they remind us of our dependence on our 
God who first described Himself as "the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to 
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness" 
(Ex 34:6). He is the "why" we even exist as an 
organization. From Him, we can love, give, 
dream, listen, and take action.

If we get the opportunity to sit face to 
face, you will see pretty quickly that we are 

passionate and filled hope as we consider 
the future! We believe that God is already 
deeply at work. There is never a shortage of 
invitations to partner with Him so YOU can 
bring flourishing, love, and hope to people in 
challenging situations.

The current economic situation has 
increased the needs of the communities we 
serve as well as the financial needs of our 
team. We need $180,000 by the end of this 
year to grow the programs and support the 
staff that are creating places of safety, 
connection, healing, and hope.

As you read through the following stories 
of life change, would you consider giving 
generously so that we can continue this 
work together? We greatly appreciate it!

Purpose is understanding who 

you are and your ability to 

impact the world around you. 

It is identity discovery. It is the 

mobilization of our uniqueness 

and value. 

Power is the ability to make 

choices that influence our life 

and our world. It can be 

individual or communal. Healthy 

power has a ripple effect and 

creates positive change.

POWER PURPOSE
Belonging is restorative 

relationships with other people. 

It eliminates isolation. It’s where 

you’re challenged and 

celebrated. It’s a safe place to 

fail and still be loved. 

BELONGING

FLOURISHING BEGINS...
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when someone knows they belong to a loving community,
realizes their power to make a difference,

and embraces their unique purpose.



THRIVE Program & RAF Program (Resource Adoptive Families)
THRIVE PROGRAM

A SEASON OF CELEBRATION
Happy goodbye’s, happy hello’s, and everything in-between

In 2022, we saw several of our young men and women in our THRIVE Program reach 
significant life milestones. Five graduated from Cal State Universities, two from 
vocational/trade schools, and one earned their high school diploma. In addition, seven 
secured independent housing, and the majority secured employment in their fields of choice.

This year, we welcomed four young ladies, three single moms, and four young children into 
THRIVE housing. Through our relational case management and program services, we work 
towards vocational training, life skills development, and interpersonal health. We are so proud 
of each of our young adults as they pursue goals and dreams for their future. It is a joy to be a 
part of their journey and to watch them step into the fullness of who they are.

Additionally, we offer support opportunities for foster, adoptive, and kinship parents. We 
hosted Caregiver Night Out on three different occasions where twenty-five parents enjoyed 
respite while 27 kids were cared for by a free, trauma-informed childcare team. We 
relaunched in-person support groups providing connection and community for 15 foster and 
adoptive parents.

LOVE FULLERTON
City-Wide Volunteer Day (April 23, 2022)

Scott & the Mobile Home Park

In 2022, Love Fullerton emerged from COVID and had its first, full, in-person gathering since 
the pandemic began. Over 1900 volunteers served in 84 projects across the city of Fullerton. 

We beautified 20 schools in the Fullerton School District, served 11 non profit organizations,  
cleaned up 13 city parks, spread joy in 8 retirement homes, restored the exterior of 2 homes,  
detailed 25 police vehicles,  cared for 4 Boys & Girls Club facilities, used 73 gallons of paint, 76 
yards of mulch, and planted 500 plants.

The best thing about Love Fullerton is the serving doesn’t stop after the event. All of our 
volunteers are encouraged to love Fullerton throughout the year. We are so grateful for the 
individuals who took time out of their weekends to serve their neighbors. Thank you also to 
the donors who generously make this event possible every year. 

“THRIVE helped me to let down walls and open up new 
doors. It helped me know that there is a community that 
wants to help foster youth. The world is so willing to just 
throw us out to figure it out on our own but we don’t have 
any family or anyone to help us.... I found people who love 
me, accept me, check up on me, are rooting for me, and 
walking with me through my life’s challenges and 
victories. It created a space of friendship, family, and 
love. Thank you.”

2 housing locations

19 adults and
7 children housed

8 adults launched

45 foster families served

8 completed an
academic milestone

City-Wide Volunteer Day + Projects throughout the year
LOVE FULLERTON

This year we partnered with 3 mobile home parks, focusing on bringing love and volunteers 
to these communities that need a little extra TLC. We had 20 volunteers working on 10 homes 
at the Cedar Hills Estate Mobile Home Park. After all of the work was completed, Scott (the 
project leader) offered his handyman services to any units that needed assistance 
throughout the year. He continues to love this community of 282 mobile homes. In addition, 
Fullerton Troop 1201 returned to the site to offer service hours. This is what Love Fullerton is all 
about: loving your community all year long.

1900
volunteers

84
projects 20 $170,715

value added to cityelementary schools beautified– B. (THRIVE, 2022)



United Kids & United Teens
NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE

Voces Unidas / United Voices
NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE

United Kids & Teens
TK-12th Grade After-School Program

Our after-school programs this year expanded to provide programming 5 days a week for our 
elementary students! Our kids and teens gain the tools and skills to regain personal power in their 
relationships by naming their emotions and setting boundaries. They learn about their inherent value 
through safe relationships with staff and volunteers and engage in intentionally designed activities 
within a culture of empowerment. To use the words of one of our Jr Highers, "We've learned to set 
boundaries in our relationships through safe words, speaking up for ourselves, and treating each other 
with respect. We've learned to know our worth and that we deserve to be treated right."

United kids and teens experience their collective power by identifying issues that directly impact 
them and then taking action. As a result, our elementary kids made a change in the after-school 
program meals provided by their district for students all across the city of Fullerton. Our middle 
schoolers voiced the need for transportation from school to the community center and they secured a 
bus stop for our Gilbert Community Center! This change, driven by kids and teens, for kids and teens, 
impacts not just themselves, but children all across Fullerton. We are so grateful for our relationship with 
the Fullerton School District, who hears and empowers our students in this way.

Voces Unidas
United Voices of Valencia Park

Voces Unidas is a place for residents of the Valencia Park and Gilbert Park regions of Fullerton to 
discover how to be a part of their neighborhood, advocate and gain knowledge to be good citizens, and 
realize their unique potential and identity. This year, 20 participants developed community, provided 
resources for their neighbors, and received support for their families. Some highlights from this year 
include ESL classes, Health & Wellness workshops, Reading Club, Juvenile Crime Advocacy, and a 
partnership with the Fullerton School District.

Our Core Team is working with the Fullerton School District to implement allocated funds toward its 
reclassification program so that Spanish-speaking children transitioning from elementary school to 
middle school receive proper class schedules for their education levels.

This year we added ESL classes at Gilbert Community Center. Some families in attendance are from 
Guatemala, Colombia, and Nicaragua! The Community Center is a safe place for all families to come and 
learn English while building community. It is amazing to see our residents discover their own unique value, 
support each other, and contribute to improving the conditions of their neighborhoods.

OC UNITED

“United Teens helped me find a sense of belonging. On 
behalf of the OC teens, whether they deny it or not, it feels 
like a second family. I like to think of it like the breakfast 
club. A bunch of misfits, with different personalities and 
backgrounds. Despite our obvious differences, we all made 
some sort of friendship with one another. No matter what 
I’m going through I know someone will always have my 

back, whether I need advice or just someone to rant to.”

I’ve been a resident of Fullerton for 20 years and got to know OC 
United during the pandemic. I didn’t like to belong to any group 
because I never felt comfortable with how they delivered 
services to the community… But at OC United, the most 
important thing to them is people… They value emotional 
wellness and ensure that everyone feels comfortable, safe, and 
free to seek help in a moment of need… It’s an organization with 
a big heart that helps the community with food, domestic 
violence support, activities for their children, education, and 
connection with the police. It’s a blessing to know them and be 

involved as they work toward the good of the community.

51 children in United Kids
TK-6th Grade

111 mentorship hours
1-on-1 with staff

20 teens volunteered
at SOLFul and United Kids

46 teens enrolled
in United Teens in 2022

20 parents
in Voces Unidas’ Core Team

112 Bilingual Workshops
and trainings offered

15 families
learned to cook healthy food

185 families received
tangible relief– A. (United Teens, 2022)

– V. (Voces Unidas, 2022)



HOMELESSNESS INITIATIVE
Jobs for Life & Next StepsEnglish & Spanish Support Groups

DOMESTIC ABUSE INITIATIVE

HOMELESSNESS and what happens after.
We designed a 3-tiered approach: Initial Engagement and Outreach for the unsheltered, 

Jobs for Life at the shelters, and Next Steps for ongoing connection and empowerment. We 
foster friendships and trust with those on the street outside businesses, on bus benches, in 
alleys, vehicles or parks as they seek safety, purpose, and direction for their lives.

Jobs for Life continued with 3 shelter locations bringing about 7 graduates, 4 who found 
employment, and 2 who secured permanent housing.

In Next Steps, JfL grads shared some of the unforeseen difficulties moving from shelter to 
housing. Some of those who secured permanent housing go home to an empty refrigerator, in 
an empty room, which contributed to a deeper sense of isolation. They went from being in a 
crowded and noisy shelter to a quiet and empty room. This led to lengthy discussions about 
the importance of community and health in all areas of self, home, purpose, and relationships. 
Next Steps revealed opportunities for life coaching and community building as they move 
from homelessness to wholeness together.

“Jobs For Life served as the nitrous booster for me at the 
tail-end of my homelessness. From the course, to the 
class, to the friendship with my champions, Bruce and 
John. I needed the inspiration and fuel to keep going and 
the Jobs For Life family arrived in the nick of time. Now, with 
much behind me, I have come out of it a stronger person 
and leveled up in a new way. With as much as I’ve endured, 
I find myself with no bitterness in my heart and I attribute 
much of that to the experiences I’ve shared, and the 

wisdom I've acquired with my Jobs For Life family.”

“If it weren’t for this group,
I wouldn’t have made it through.”

SUPPORT GROUP for Spanish Speakers
The women in the Spanish speaking support groups continue to heal and grow. This group 

is stronger and more open to make changes in their lives as a result of the mutual support 
they have experienced. Many ladies who were isolated are now part of ESL classes, Health and 
Wellness classes, and are organizing holiday events for their neighborhood through Voces 
Unidas. They desire to belong and give back to their community. This is the result of 
connection, empowerment, and acceptance that they have received over the years.

We are incredibly grateful for the healing and hope that happened within our domestic 
abuse support groups. This year, 25-30 women per week participated in in-person and virtual 
support groups in English. Our team provided an average of 20 hours per week of phone call 
support and court visits adding up to over 1000 hours.

Our support group feels like triage at the hospital. When people experience abuse, the 
innermost part of who they are is wounded. This group often is the first time that they have an 
opportunity to feel safe, understood, and begin to heal.

What does the journey to healing look like? It’s in the subtle changes in their demeanor from 
week to week and revealed in comments like, “I went out the other day and didn’t need to be 
worried,” and “I’m wearing the clothes that I like again!” or “I’m going out with my friends 
again” and “I’m reconnecting with my family.”

SUPPORT GROUP for English Speakers

30+ women per week
attended support group

2 languages offered
english & spanish support group

1000+ hours of support
via phone & court visits

21 ongoing mentors
in JfL and Next Steps

3 shelter locations
for Jobs for Life Classes

52 individuals reached
street-level homelessness

28 participants
in JfL and Next Steps

– S. (Jobs for Life, 2022)
– M. (Support Group, 2022)


